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to have one Hglia of land rent-free for twenty-five years. Except in the Surat Collectorate, and then only to a limited extent, this permission never seems to have been taken advantage of. For a masonry-lined "well two lighas were to be granted for the same period; if it cost more than Ks. 400, the area of the land was to be increased to three bighas; and for a well costing over Ks. 800 four UgTias were to be given. Any work constructed at a greater cost than this was to be referred to Government for the decision of the amount of land to be given, and on the expiration of the free time the land was not to be subject to a higher rate of assessment than other land in the neighbourhood.
This, which met with the approval of the Court of Directors, was a further development of the liberal policy described above, by which it was proposed to attract capital to the soil. This liberality does not appear to have met with the approval of all the Eevenue officers of the day, however, for the Collector of Kaira was of opinion that after the man who built a well had enjoyed it for a sufficient time to recoup him its cost, the assessment on his land should be increased so as to leave half the value of his produce to him and half to the State.
In the season of 1821-22 a large decrease in the area of cultivation occurred in consequence of the failure of the monsoon, and the revenue of the Collectorate fell nearly 4.] lakhs. It was brought to notice by the Collector that what was supposed to be a favourable revision of assessment had been introduced some years previously in Ankleshvar, but had had to be realised by the sale of agricultural stock. The grant of leases for three or four years was suggested with a view to improve the condition of the people.
In the Bharach subdivision also a large area of land appears to have been thrown out of cultivation, partly in consequence of the lawless habits of ihe Grassias, and partly from, the injudicious enforcement of the claims of the Commercial Eesident for repayment of advances made to the ryots in 1820-21 and 1821-22, the pressure on tho latter having been greatly increased by the raising of the assessment in the former year by Ks. 71,088 above the highest sum. levied in the previous fifteen years. Tho orders of Government on this were that the Grassias' disturbances were